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= 6 Injured, 2 Critically ImFire Explosion Here S a t 
Routine Fire Alum 
Turns Into Tragedy 
For Local Firemen 

Six of the community'i 
"fme»t" citizens, five volun­
teer firemen and a city 
councilman >nd assiitant 
Civil Defense director, were 
injured in a freak fire 
explosion accident while 
answering what appeared to 
be> a routine fire alarm 
Saturday but turned out to 
be a nightmare. The incident 
is the "worst ever" on retord 
in the long and iUuslnotts 
career of the fagle Lake 
Volunteer Fire Department. 

At l):OQ̂ «;in. Saturdllrrthe 
fire department received a 

. call of a Tire in a small bam at 
the rear of the Bobby Joe 
Sembra home at the comer of 
McC:arty and Waverly 
Slreels (near the a^rportj.. 
Fxact cause uf the fire is still 
tieuig investigated. 

F i r e m e n , responded 
promptly and the first 

. firemen oa the scene began 
s:pplying water and heard' 
some "hissing and popping", 
unaware that steel cylinders 
containing acetylene, oxygen 
and butane were stored in 
the building. Members of the 
family were not home at the 
time of the fire ta son had left 
10 call his psrenlsi; hence ihe 
firemen had no notice of the 

impending danger of possible 
explosion of the steel cylin­
ders. 

A few moments lat«r, • 
tremendous explosion and 
intense heat from the 
exploding cylinder of acety­
lene (used in welding pur­
poses) virtually lifted those 
persons nearest to the 
explosion and tossed them 
backward ^eral feet. The 
steel cylinder was hurled 
through the air, against a 
tree, and the nearby house 
but miraculously missing 
persons in the area. 

As a resait, twe vefasatesr 
fireaea, TIB C. lm*u\b», >' 
23, aad U M VeeMier. 
were arttkaBy bwned; twa 
others. Wilfred Laedecke, 47, 
sad Mesne Briscoe, 49, were 
seiisasljr bwaed; aasthar 
fireauB, Gtrj GUser, s ^ 
ler^ beat proetratisa; dtf 

Civi I M M W dirartsr A M B 
W. KaycHel alse rscahad 
i^wtea. 

-:« AU six were rushed to. 
Eagle Lake Community Hoa-
pital by Eagle Lake Ambu­
lance Corps and Fire DepaiV 

< ment vehicles. Meanwhile 
other firemen arriving at the 
scene extinguished the fir* 
without further damage. 

Local physicians and hospi­
tal personnel administered 
aid to the iniured and a 

decision wu mad̂  to send 
Tim Luedecke and Voelcker 
(who became a fireman only 
Monday night before the 
accident) to Brooke Army 
Medical Center in San 
Antonio. Both had severe 
second degree bums over a 
large part of their bodies. A 
helicopter with a medical 
team from Fort Sam Houston 
in San Antonio came to EAgie 
Lake to take the victims to 
Brooke Hospital. 

Wilfred Luedecke, father. 
and busineu partner of Tim, 
Briscoe, Kohleffel and Glaiaer 
were'hospitalised in Eagle 
Lake Community HospitaL 
1 ta Braske Artay HssyKal 

Word WW received early 
this week that Tim Luedecke 
has second degree bums over 
42% of his body with some 
spot bums of third decree 
intensity which probably will 
require some skin grafting 
later. He also reportedly has 

condition Monday .was con­
sidered stable and he re 
mained in intensive care in 
critical condition. He %nd his 
father own T constructioa 
business here. 

Lane Voelcker. local Cable 
TV manager and service 
technician, is reported to 
have second degree bums 
over 2Sfc of his body. He also 
was in stable condition in 
intensive care- in the Brooke 

CawNBity HsspJal 
Mi, Miibers of the Eagle Lake 
Car^ sad the aedicalteaai frsas Brsske 

ef Saa Aatesda src 
rim. wKiiislly baried 

t i ^ Lake tmm, Tha Laedecke aad 
Veelckef, Jraaa the hssyksl te the 

hsHpad where they were placed abeard a 

Army Hospital and doing as 
well u caa he expected. 

Wilfred Luedecke has 
seven tMims on both arms 
and othar parts of his body 

and is reported to be 
improving but will probably 
have to remain in the hospital 
for some time. 

Monroe Briscoe, a Central 

feeHcoptar IrM ftHt 
takaa te the Braake Haspitai isr 
af the baras received ta a Are expMsa here 
ihertly after 11 aji. hut Satarday. TWy 
were twa si di rerasas ta}ared whea a rtscT 
cyliader csatatakw acdtyleae gaa expkided 
shardf after ftMMsaiA^lk _ •« 2-^ 
a raatiae fire skns st the ishbj J. SeMMi' 

ea MeCsfty Street .ĵ  ;;(»•.•. ^ ; . - j ; 

Power and Light Company 
crewman and equipment 
operator, has bums on both 
arms and ii expected te be 
dismissed from the hospital 

soon. 
Gary Glaiser, employed 

with Eagle Lake Implement 
Co., was released from the 
hospital later Saturday after 
being treated for heat 
prostration. 

The sixth victim. Council­
man Alvin W. Kohleffel, is a 
local businessman apd rice 
grower and an ardent 
aupporter and helper to the 
fire department. He was 
shaken by the expk>sion but 
escaped bums. He was 
hospitalized for a severe case 
of high blood pressure and 
was expected to be released 
from the hospital on Tues­
day. 

ExpMaa Felt Over City 
Citizens in .̂ naoy areas of 

the cky reported hearmg aad 
feeling effects of the explo­
sion. The explosion caused 
some damage to windows in 
the nearby Semora home and 
a piece of flying timber wen( 
through the undercovering of 
the mobile home. Otherwise, 
damage was "miraculously 
light". 

"~ City fire qtOtt^ Mmtinoe 
'investJ<'atiQO of the unfor-
' - " -. i, .-I*' '-L-I fire-
men, as'iisuak asad fultest 
safety measures possible iv 
answering the alarm, espe­
cially in l i | ^ of the-iact that 
they had no information 
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M. J. Barron Action On City Annexation, 
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BBQ DioBer 11-1? ' ~ T 
Other EDtertainment At 
6 P.M. at comm. Center RHS Ofum Major MIcMe Sibley 

A wide variety of events ia 
VJt^ Lake's obssrvaace of 
the 204th aaniversary of the 
independence of the United 
Stales uf America, sponsored 
by the Ragle I.Ake Chamber 
of Commerre this Friday. 
July 4th. is expected to draw 
aaolher large crowd to the 
community. Activities start 
at 11 a.m. with the serving of 
the barbecued chicken din 
ners' st the Community 
Center and conclude with 
the street dance at 12 
mtdnixhi-

Al eveMa wfli be held at 
the ak iisilrtisiil Eagle 
Lake CeMaaaMy Csater aad 
the pavllaa aad sa Walaat 
8tree( hi treat af the 
CimmMltj Ceater, tastsad 
al aa UM east dds si the 
dewalewa dly sfaire as ta 
pastysara. 

*Dawntodusk,U.S. Flags 
will be djspUyed by V.F.W. 
in front of local businesses. 

*ll:00a.m. tol:00p.m. the 
iCaatiMMdMLMtPacc) 

FMdDayAt 

Wins 'Outstanding" Award 

started at Tke yirst T»Hl I 

local •ramsa wha were 
tajarad ta last Satai^y^flre 

wh» aygbt be tajwed ift ttas 
latarc ta the lae sf daty, 

The tacal VJ.W. Pkat, 

taktated the faad wM a 
tLOOO caatrftaltaa. Utitai 
csatribattaas were aaads by 
Fhst Baptist Cbareli, ISOO; 
aad Firat Nattaaal leak, 
<100. 

Aaysae wha weidd Ike te 
esatribatc U the had Is aid 
the flumsaaad thsta haWii 
is tavitad U kavs a 
caatribattaaUthehaakar ta 
•ad the I istrlbarisa te the 
First Nattaasl Bai^ Bex HS, 
ar U the Cky ef Eagle Lain, 
Bex 3S. ar praaaat ttas check 
ts aay tacal thaaaa. 

Year ceatribattaas to aU 
the firemea, aad iMr 
hadMaa, î jarW ta the Itaa sf 
daty wfl be greatly 

WtMto BMay, Uss BBp Bwaal HHsr VMaa saw 
r§wn0 j ^ w / n » DwM»|artarthsmMlyaar,iWiiiiiaDnaaMaiar's 

Rice C X p . 5 1 8 . wsTaaMd tha «a^7-0atalaadtag Jkm INar" aal 
. . . . racaleW the baaatIM trapky wktah iha ta ihMra haldtag 

Today. Wtd. 
The annual PtaM Day and 

Taur win be held today. 
Wednesday afternoon. July 
2Dd at the Eagta Lake Ries 
EipariflMot Station, north 
wast of Eagta Lake and over 
SCO fumen aad igricultar 
iUt trrtP ovtr ths rice bah 
Biaa Ma iiivitad to attendT 
- Dr. JaoM W. Staaaat. 
Sdentist-in^^harfs of th« 
Western Area Projaet, says 
many aeUvittaa are »MM 
for Uta -BWw •«« Tril-
fuDcttaa. 

Tounoltharasaarehptoto 
« 9 baits tt S:00 p.m., 
fokirsd by • barbecue naal 
at 6:80 p.m. AfUr tke meal, 
thara will bs a abort trogTM 
wMch will Indod* Dr. Art 
G«rio«. •itaaitai riea MM*-
mtatwh»«yidtaettastbaRtos 
Market Outtaok for Ike IflM 
riit crop. 

racalvW the baaatIM trapky wktah ska ta i 
abava. Mtahsta aka waa a Int phea M M ta a ( 
Csataal haU Taasdap al hat wash; aad ska waa a Br« 
phea ta Oral r iw i i i i i aad Wktatfs laadaas oa 
Wifciiday aad raaohrad tha iilitiiMig aawd at a 
safMaoay Ud TTiiaasdaj i l ^ MM h tBi da^hloa d tho 
•av. aad Mrs. IMtan BMsy al Eagta Lake: 

Aa taa 
bsasOt ta Ukm ptaaasd ta 
the CaaMMarity Caator tt 
7M p,a. aai Friday, Jaly 
11th tar bsaaOt sf the hiai 
Sea dstaBs hi aaattasr sUry 
tatUstaaaaaap^R 

GaytaThs-
reparted lata T ŝaday 

that ha wS ba aaatatd^ 
raaeksn tar 

si a cdl, w 
Hahrslsat, U tha IHE 
Faad. Mosawklo ha tavltaB 
thaa to Jda ta thia aoHky 
pralaet ia "VPWt •< h |«ol 
tr«Ma aad thoir k a l o a ky 

to tfca had ky 
totkt ftps 

•to) 

nity Maars End Of Funds J^^M^^^MM^^M 

For Housing Rehabilitation < < j | ^ ^^ M 

TdddOfMHc 

F i r A W a t t l N r a 

EafWLakadtyeoaadliast 
week apfnmd ooMracU ipr 
lour boQrini rakabOitattaa 
pr«)acu Ii tita tVt am" fli 
tha dty to Wag ta dxtaaa 

fuadad by part of a HUD 
(Houiag aad Urban Devetap-
•iiati 1700,010.00 graat A 
taui of iiS7,Me wu ait 
adda ia the graat for the 
rthabiHtatloa. of housing ind 
with the approwtl of ^ (our 
Matraeta Uit weak, tks fuads 

art tptriig tk* 
t avaitabb. 

U you Uva ia Ik* 

Daycare n^in 
Center Open 

Tka Rev. Îfahasl John 
(Mike) Barron u the new 
pastor of the First Presbyter-
iaa Church in EUg^ Lake. He 
began his duties here Sunday 
morning, June 29. He and 
Mrs. Barron (Kathy) are 
raaiding in the Presbyterian 
mnir on WiUow Lane in the 
Ik^wbrook Addition. 
^The Rev. Mr. Barroa 
attended and earned a B.A. 
degree in 1975 from Austin 
College and Austin Presby­
terian Seminary in 1979. He 
has served as a youth 
director at Crestview United 
Methodist Church, chaplain 
at St. Luke'a. Texas Chil­
dren's and Texas Heart 
Institute Hospitals in Hous­
ton from September of 1977 
through May of 1978; as 
chaplain in Austin State 
Hospital during the summer 
of 1977. He haa also been 
engaged in numerous pro­
jects at Hyde Park Preaby 
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Entry Made 

At Nada Store 
Colorado County sherifTs 

departaMBt rsceivad a call at 
9:30 a.m. Sunday. June 29th 
from Vic Hyek, owner of tke 
Appliance Sales and Service 
Center at tke Nada Grooacy 
on Highway 71 ta Nada, that 
the Nada star* bad baon 
broken into. It was found that 
entry to the buikkng waa 
gained by fordag the bek oft 
the troet door,. 

Roportad ItikiaaiBg ware: 
two RCA IS-indi eokr 
tetavisMB ssts, oaa Mr. 
Cottae Coffsonaaksr, oa* 
Procter Slaz iraa. oaa QJL 
iroo.oaeG^partabtai 
aad appreataHli' 
ehaaga. 

The dtarifTt 
reports that it haa ai 
ta tha aatry aad the i 

bih« chaekad oat ta 
MaMi«4ita tha 

taTsatigattaa al tk* 
eoattaaaa. 

2 Killed, 2 Hurt When 
Train Hits Van Sunday 

Two persons were killed 
and two others injured, one 
seriously, when a westbound 
Southern Pacific Railroad^, 
freight train hit a y/w6 
Ford Van at the Austin street 
intersection in the dty limits 
of Columbus at 2:30 p.m. 
Sunday. Tlw train shoved the 
van some 450 feet west on 
the track to a point near the 
Highway 71 overpass. At that 
point, Frank Zapata, 17, of 
Austin, driver of the van, 
reportedly fell from the 
overpass beside Highway 71. 
He later died of injuries 
received in the accident. 

Also killed in the collision 
of the train engine and the 
van was Jose Ramos, 20, of 
Columbus, who was pronoun­
ced dead at the scene. Other 
passengers in the van who 

' were injured were Marcus 
Arredondo, 22, and Goniata 
Franko, 24, both of Colum­
bus. Arredondo was treated 
and releaaed at Coiumbua 
Hoapital-, and Franko waa 
treated at Columbus Hospital 
and later transferred to John 
Sealy Hospital in Galveston 
with sarioua injuriea. 

Two other vehicles wkfch 
were passing under the train 
ovarpaaa wlm tka train cifie 
to a stop had some daauge 
froa deixis falling from tae 
overpass. Vehicles indudod a 
1977 Ford Pbto driven by 
Robert Paul Caminer of 
Texas City and a IVTS 
Chevrotat Caprtae driven by 
Gartmide V. BoraU af 
Industry. 

Eagiaesr ol tke SJ>. 

Gmwoud UlMfsy 

freight train .was J. E. 
Punch of Spring, Texas and 
he reported seeing the van 
beside the railroad tracks but 
then the van croased in fnwt 
of the train and it was unable 
to avoid collision. 

Columbus city patrolman 
James Brooks headed the 
investigation of the accident 

Special Closings 

Are Listed 

RvJulyA-S 
Eaxle Lake business firms 

will be closed all day on 
fViday, July 4th for tke 
annuid Independence Day 
observance. 

Some business firms plan 
to sxtend the holiday period 
through Saturday, Jiiy 5tk. 

Those Uated with the 
Headlight are: 

All departments of Lake 
Motora, Inc. ta Eagta Lake 
.will be doaed all day on 
Friday, July 4th, announcea 
Joe S. Rasd, owner. The 
parts aad sarviea dapart-
menta will also be dosed Sat., 
July 5th, however the aatas 
departOMBt will be open as 
usual until noon Saturday. 

WiMiaaasdMydlh 
Owaai% of WOcox Minimax, 

Bob V/Qcox and Back Sworda. 
•sk year coopsration ta tke 
dodag of the store Friday. 
Julyith. ,, 

The aBiplsMsat insatt ol 
tke stocas wooUy ipadata 
wmmrntf ititat^ tkajimi 
wfflba* 

Comidl Expects Actka 
On Three OrdiMiiees 
On Single lteddii«a 

Eagta Lake dty council will 
have a busy agenda at its 
next meeting Tuesday night, 
July 8th (beginning at 7:30 
p.m. in the council room, of 
the municipal building) with 
two major items beiag tha 
annexation of 13.63 aeraa 
adjacent to the southeastera 
edge of the dty; and adoption 
of two ordinances increasing 
water and sewer rates aad 
also rates for waste disposal 
(or garbage) service. 

Mayer 
that the 

If passed Tuesday, aa 
expected, the annexation af 
the properties of Elagta Lake 
Imptament Co., Inc. and tha 
Louis Grigars would becoosa 
effective immedutely aad 
would enabta the dty to 
provide serviess to the new 
John Deere facilities and tha 
Grigar home and busineaa. 
Farmers Insurance Group, ta 
the immediato ftature. AD 
property owners involved ta 
the annexation requeatad 
that the dty take sudi aetta*. 

The mayor noted that hy 
pasaiag the rate ordinancaa 
increasing water aad sawar 
and garbage rates oa tka 
aingta readSag will put tha 
rataa tato effort for Jl̂ y 
asrvieas aid head oil da§-
dt oparatioM das to 

To Spdnsor Needb MST^tTZSTI 

)m9ivni ta UM prograa ICaMMsd oa paga | y I 

Tnany Altaa 
the opaaiiv ol Ttaqr Tda Daj 
Cars Gaatar ta tha krMr 
Laf l^ Land tantka at 40O 

« W.PraktaiabilaLdta. 
h. NwrhNvahrlltateyoira 

osatar sHV ba Maadiy 
tkr«^8at«di9 bos VM 
a.m.toSJOpja.«ttkrilagw 
WMOHMi eUm Uli MV 
dkactor. 

<«« ha 

nBha 

kllk 

PdrtllKs 
He Vataraa _ _ 

libwy ta Garwood afl laiiAiy. Ji«r lid 
ipoaaor • t«»diy aM^k- hr «ka Asft 
atJat aad aoUpital OIHI M 
tbaaiiV. Ja^Taad U M I I -

Al hilarplnil nrntrnt m niihktaart laa 
tevitad to «aM. iM B i l wiO ba etaaad al 4v V'TMIV 

A fwalHae ewnpriasd it 
Ratpklndy aad 

Mike Daarta aad dty ma» 
T. l aaitt aad dtj 

BoblOodaaMV 
has baaa anktag a stady d 
tka rate ordtaaaeaa mm H 

datioas to tha coaacfl aa 
Taaadî - aighl al taat «a4 

ba « id i H 

that ta to hasp Uf 

mam 


